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II.
SKIRMISHING.
BEFORE continuing my narrative, I
wish to draw particular attention to a
circumstance which, so far as I know,
has been overlooked by every historian
of the Mutiny. This is the fact that
as I was at the time informed, the mili-
tary authorities, in view of the lengthen-
ing days and the increasing heat of the
season, had caused, on May loth, 1857,
the evening church parade to take place
half an hour later than formerly. In my
firm belief, this change saved us from an
awful catastrophe. In those days Bri-
tish troops attended divine service
practically unarmed, for they did not
take with them their rifles or carbines
and ammunition. Their only weapons
were their side-arms. The mutineers
were, of course, unaware of this change.
They broke into revolt half an hour too
soon. Had they waited till the 6oth
Rifles were securely gathered into the
church, what could have prevented them